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Editorial: PASTArrific should rise 
again 


Our hearts go out to the owners, employees and patrons of local staple 
PASTArrific after this week’s devastating fire. The popular restaurant was 
declared a total loss after flames ripped through the building in the early 
morning hours of Thursday. Luckily, no injuries were reported, and related 
establishment Bel Air Events, located across the street PASTArrific, is still 


open and operational. 


The loss caused by Thursday’s fire was felt by the entire community, which 
has embraced the business over years. PASTArrific was opened in 1987 by 
Faye Cossell, in the Maple Crest Plaza. Her sister, Cynthia Yazdani, went 
into business with her in 1990. They opened in the South Webster Street 
location in 1995, and added the Casa Bella room in 2007. In later years, 


they added a barroom. 


Not simply just a place to eat, PASTArrific has given so much to Kokomo. 
The Cheers and Jeers section of the Opinion page is often peppered with 


expressions of gratitude for PASTArrific and their employees and owners. 


That generosity is already being repaid. As Tribune reporters George Myers 


and Cara Ball noted in their follow-up story Friday, when Andy Smith, 


general manager at Harvey Hinklemeyers restaurant, learned of the 
extensive fire damage to PASTArrific, he said he had to act. An employee of 
his made a post on the Kokomo Scanner Facebook page offering “temporary 
(until reopen) or permanent employment opportunities to employees of 
PASTArrific." Positions such as front house wait staff, dishwasher, 
backroom prep cook and delivery are available at Harvey Hinklemeyers. 
There will be as many as 10 positions available, Smith added, but he hopes 


to find positions for as many as they can. 


Yazdani has told us they plan to rebuild. We look forward to the restaurant 
opening once again, and not just because of the food. We want to see the 


people behind it get back on their feet as well. 


